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Materials: Individual copies of the Thomas poem, individual copies of the peer evaluation rubric
Summary (and Rationale):  In literature, as in most aspects of learning, students have a deeper connection with the material if they find their own way to it, rather than simply being told what is ‘right.’  Holding a socratic seminar on the themes and images in Dylan Thomas’s “Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night” allows students to analyze the poem via dialogue with one another, rather than finding the ‘answer’ from some outside source.
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [5 minutes] Students should have been given a copy of the poem the day before, so that they had the night before to read, analyze, and create one higher-ordered question regarding the poem.  Review the guidelines for the Socratic seminar.  
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	When discussing a poem in the Socratic seminar format, students will make at least three meaningful contributions to the discussion while adhering to the guidelines of Socratic seminars.
	Each student will be evaluated by a peer that remains outside of the discussion.  Their evaluation will take the form of a peer evaluation rubric that asks the evaluator to rank the student’s performance on several different aspects of discussion.  

	After a Socratic seminar, students will write a reflective paragraph of at least four sentences that evaluates their own performance during the seminar.
	Each student will also write a brief paragraph (4 sentences) evaluating and reflecting on their own performance during the seminar.


State the objective: [1 minutes]
Assessment: [throughout lesson]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [10 minutes] Divide the class into an “A” group and “B” group.  Each individual in the A group will have a partner in the B group.  While the A group has a seminar, their corresponding partners in the B group will evaluate their performance using the peer evaluation rubric.  Similarly, when B group has their seminar, their partners in A group will evaluate their performance using the peer evaluation rubric.  Pass out the rubrics and arrange the desks in an inner circle (for the group that is discussing) and an outer circle (for the group that is evaluating).
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [50 minutes (25 minutes per group)].  Open the discussion with a question volunteered from one of the students.  The teacher should be minimally involved in the discussion, and should only intervene to keep it on topic or move it along if students focus too long on one question.  For the most part, students should be learned in how to behave and contribute in Socratic seminar, and ideally the teacher’s only role is as timekeeper.  Have 2 or 3 questions prepared just in case, but students should be the ones directing discussion.
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [5 minutes] Students wrap up doing their evaluations and 
VI. Independent Practice: [10 minutes] Using the remaining class time, or for homework, have students write their brief paragraph (at least 4 sentences) evaluating and reflecting on their own performances during the seminar.  What questions did they find intriguing?  What didn’t they discuss that they wished to?  What other students did they agree/disagree with? Etc.
STANDARDS: SL.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions

(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10

topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own

clearly and persuasively.
SL. 3.: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric,

identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
Plans for Individual Differences: In this Socratic seminar, it is innate the levels of questions would be diverse, as the students are the primary sources of questions.  If they are struggling in the discussion, I would have multi-leveled questions prepared.  Although public speaking is an important skill that students need to be exposed to, it is also something that many students fear.  As an alternative to always having an oral Socratic seminar, I could have an online discussion instead where students compose a question and response and respond to a number of their peers.  Depending on the technology, it might be possible to make these online posts appear anonymous to students (but not to me) so that some of the pressure is removed.  
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See attached Peer Evaluation Rubric
