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Date Created: March 25, 2012
Subject(s): English II 
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Native American Indian Poetry
Grade Level: 10
Materials: Copies of four different  poems, magazines for collaging, copies of image for homework, posters and markers
Summary (and Rationale):  Native American Indians have a very unique identity within American history and culture.  Analyzing literature written by Native American authors will provide insight into that culture in addition to honing poetry analysis skills.  
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [3 minutes] According to the census reports, there are about 2 million Native Americans in the United States and 1 million in Canada.  Throughout American history, relations between Native Americans and the government/whites have been tense at the best of times, and genocidal at the worst.  To learn about the culture and perspective of Native Americans, we will examine and analyze poetry written by Native American authors.  
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	When presented with a poem written by a Native American author, students will identify 2-3 uses of figurative language and construct a visual representation (with description) of the poem’s tone and theme(s).
	In groups of 4-5, students will examine a single poem.  Each group will identify 2-3 uses of figurative language in the poem.  The group will also use magazines or drawing utensils to create a visual representation of the poem’s themes.  They will also create a 2-3 sentence description of their visual detailing why they chose that image and how the image represents the poem.  Each group will combine their figurative language examples, visual representation, and description onto a single poster to present to the class.  


State the objective: [1 minute]
Assessment: [30 minutes]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [7 minutes]  We’re going to split up into groups of 4-5 students.  Each group will receive a single poem.  Using that poem, each group will create a poster with three parts.  One part of the poster will contain 2-3 examples of figurative language from the poem.  The second part will be a visual representation of the themes of the poem, either drawn or created from magazine images.  The last part is a description of the image your group created.  Why did you choose it?  How does it relate to the poem?  After each group has completed their poster, they will send two group members to present before the entire class.  I advise you to delegate tasks within your group—assign each of the poster’s parts to a member or two, so that everyone has an individual task to complete.  
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [25 minutes] Divide the class into groups and have students complete the 3-part poster for their designated poem.
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [10 minutes] Have each group briefly present their poster to the rest of the class.  Discuss the common themes (nature, identity, etc.).
VI. Independent Practice: Send students home with a copy of Lee Marmon’s photograph “White Man’s Moccasins.”  For homework, have students compose a poem of at least 5 lines, with one example of figurative language, inspired by the photograph.
STANDARDS:  RL.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).

W.4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
RL.6. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.
Plans for Individual Differences:  The nature of group work allows students to choose tasks that play up their strengths while other group members work on tasks that might be an area of weakness. The product for this lesson is a three-part poster, to be completed in groups.  Within the groups, students will either be assigned roles or delegate them themselves.  Each student will focus on one of the three parts, preferably an area that they identify as a strength (art, writing, analysis).  If students are having a hard time understanding Native American perspective, spend more time reviewing history of relations between whites and Native Americans.    
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