Modified LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE

Author: Kelli Stephenson
Date Created: 2/8/12
Subject(s): English
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Poetry Unit
Grade Level: 10th
Materials: White board, markers, students need notebooks/journals and writing utensils, copies of a worksheet with examples of poetry and non-poetry
Summary (and Rationale):  Poetry is an important genre of literature.  Understanding the components and characteristics of poetry is essential to identifying and comprehending poetry.
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [2 minutes] Who here has ever read a poem?  Listened to a song?  Listened to a rap?  Have any of you ever written a poem, song, or rap?  Songs and raps are types of poetry.  What makes them poetry?  What makes poetry different from a novel, or short story, or even a speech?  To understand what makes poetry poetry, we’re going to write our own poems.
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	When asked to define poetry, students will give at least five characteristics that describe poetry.  
	Students will complete a concept map of poetry characteristics using ideas created and shaped by class discussion.

	When asked to construct a poem using found poetry, students will be able to brainstorm at least 5 words/phrases relating to a topic and arrange them into a single poem.
	Students will brainstorm words/phrases/images relating to a broad topic brought up in class discussion (ex. Love, death, relationships, family, home, etc).  Words/phrases/images can be from songs, movies, literature, anything that the student associates with the topic (no wrong answers).  Each student will then come up to the white board to write down one word/phrase.  Once there are several up on the white board, students will pick 5 and construct a poem using the words/phrases exclusively.  Get a few students to share, and then have students rearrange their poem, changing the order/spacing.  All work will be completed in the student’s journal, which is collected at the end of the week.  


State the objective: [2 minutes]
Assessment: [no additional class time]
III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [15 minutes] Today we’re going to construct a poem using Found Poetry techniques.  Found Poetry is when you construct a poem from elements that already exist.  It’s the literary equivalent of using a box of cake mix instead of baking from scratch.  Taking texts, or even images, that already exist, you edit, re-order, or rearrange them into something new.  To start us off, let’s come up with a few themes that are common in poems.  What kinds of things are poems written about?  [From the class’s answers, choose one that is broad and generic. Ex. ‘love’.]  Now, write in your journals what kind of images, song lyrics, movies, quotes, words, etc come into your mind when you think about ‘love.’  It could be anything, there is no right or wrong.  Freewrite until I give the cue to stop [allow 1-2 minutes].  Now that everybody has something written down, get students to come up and write down their ideas on the board.  Eventually the board should be covered with different phrases, images, song lyrics, etc. that relate to ‘love’.  
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [10 minutes]  Using at least five of the words/phrases up on the board, construct a poem in your journals.  Think about the spacing and the order of the words.  You can manipulate the words, but try not to add anything that’s not part of what’s on the board.  Use only what is already here.  [Give the students a few minutes to complete this, then ask a few to share.]  Now that you have one poem, turn it into a second by re-arranging the words and spaces.  [Again, give a few minutes to complete this.  Then ask a few students to share, especially ones that shared the first poem.  As a class discuss the changes made and how they affect the meaning of the poem.]
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [7 minutes]  Looking at the poems you’ve written and the types of things up on the board, what are the characteristics of poetry?  What sets poetry apart from other types of text? In your journals, create a web with ‘Poetry’ in the middle.  On the branches, write any characteristics of poetry. [Allow a few minutes to complete. Then have students present their ideas to class, and construct a class web up on the board with the best ideas.  Have students copy this web into their journals.   
VI. Independent Practice: [Out of class, approx 10-15 minutes]:  Using the web of poetry characteristics, evaluate the examples on this worksheet for homework.  Are they poetry, or not?  In class tomorrow we will go over the examples and discuss the answers.
STANDARDS:
RI.7:  Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums, determining which details are emphasized in each account.

W.4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Plans for Individual Differences: The combination of visuals on the whiteboard/in their journals and the class discussion will help visual, tactile, and auditory learners.  If students are unwilling to share their ideas/poems, I will be able to see them in their journals at the end of the week.  Tiered assignments and products could also be used.  In this lesson I have the students come up with several examples independently.  For those students who need it, they could come up with fewer examples (or more, alternatively) based on their level of readiness.
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